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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Box Patent Application 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 



Applicant respectfully requests entry of the following 
amendments in the Continuation Patent Application being filed 
for this case: 

In the Specification: 



Page 1, before the first line, enter: 

This application is a continuation of copending application 

Serial No. 09/409,484, filed September 30, 1999. 
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In the Claims: 



For the convenience of the Examiner, all pending claims are 
herewith presented: 

Claims 1 through 20 are hereby cancelled without prejudice 
or disclaimer. 

21. (NEW) A system for receiving a signal comprising: 
a receiver receiving the signalm- 
an interference avoidance system coupled to the receiver, 

the interference avoidance system turning the receiver off and 
on at a controllable frequency; and 

wherein the interference avoidance system applies a first 
duty cycle if interference is present and a second duty cycle if 
interference is not present. 

22. (NEW) The system of claim 21 wherein the receiver 
further comprises a plurality of stages. 

23. (NEW) The system of claim 21 wherein the receiver 
further comprises : 

a plurality of stages; and 

a duty cycle system coupled to two or more of the plurality 
of stages, the duty cycle system turning each of the two or more 
of the plurality of stages off and on at a separately- 
controllable frequency. 

24. (NEW) The system of claim 21 wherein the receiver 
further comprises : 

a mixer stage changing the frequency of the signal; 
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a band pass stage coupled to the mixer stage, the band pass 
stage filtering the signal; 

an automatic gain control stage coupled to the band pass 
stage, the automatic gain control stage controlling the gain of 
amplification of the signal; and 

a duty cycle system coupled to the mixer stage and the 
automatic gain control stage, the duty cycle system turning the 
mixer stage on and off and a first frequency, and turning the 
automatic gain control stage on and off at a second frequency. 

25. (NEW) The system of claim 21 wherein the receiver 
further comprises a mixer stage changing the frequency of the 
signal, and a duty cycle system coupled to the mixer stage 
turning the mixer stage on and off. 

26. (NEW) The system of claim 21 wherein the receiver 
further comprises an automatic gain control stage controlling a 
gain of amplification of the signal, and a duty cycle system 
coupled to the automatic gain control stage and turning the 
automatic gain control stage on and off. 

27. (NEW) The system of claim 21 further comprising a 
signal strength system. 

28. (NEW) The system of claim 21 wherein the interference 
avoidance system determines whether the magnitude of the signal 
output changes for a corresponding change in a duty cycle. 

29. (NEW) The system of claim 21 wherein the interference 
avoidance system receives duty cycle data from a duty cycle 
system and selects a duty cycle based upon the duty cycle data. 
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30. (NEW) The system of claim 21 wherein the receiver 
further comprises : 

a mixer stage changing the frequency of the signal; and 
a band pass stage filtering the signal. 

31. (NEW) A system for avoiding interference comprising: 

a signal input receiving a signal and determining whether 
interference is present; and 

a receiver cycling output outputting control data for 
turning a receiver on and off based on whether interference is 
present . 

32. (NEW) The system of claim 31 wherein the signal has 
been processed by a receiver. 

33. (NEW) The system of claim 31 wherein the signal is a 
spread spectrum signal. 

34. (NEW) The system of claim 31 wherein the receiver 
cycling output generates duty cycle control data. 

35. (NEW) A method for processing a signal comprising: 
receiving interference status data; 

cycling a receiver component according to a first duty 
cycle if the interference status data indicates that the signal 
includes a noise signal; and 

cycling the receiver component according to a second duty 
cycle if the interference status data indicates that the signal 
includes the noise signal. 

36. (NEW) The method of claim 35 wherein the receiver 
component is a mixer. 
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37. (NEW) The method of claim 35 wherein the receiver 
component is an automatic gain control system. 
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38. (NEW) The method of claim 35 wherein the first duty 
cycle is a preset duty cycle. 

39. (NEW) The method of claim 35 further comprising 
adjusting the first duty cycle so as to reduce noise 
amplification. 

40. (NEW) The method of claim 35 wherein the interference 
status data is generated by a signal strength system. 

REMARKS 

Pursuant to the filing of the above-referenced Continuation 
Patent Application, Applicants cancel originally filed claims 1 
through 20 without prejudice or disclaimer, and submit herewith 
new claims 21 through 40 for examination, which are believed to be 
drawn to a patentably distinct and non-obvious combination. 
Consideration for allowance of Claims 21 through 40 is 
respectfully requested. 

Conclusion 

Applicant believes that the claims presented herein are 
distinguishable and non-obvious over the prior art of record. 
Applicant respectfully solicits an early notice to the effect 
that all claims are allowable. 
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Date ; 



UAo[ 



Respectfully ^submitted, 



r. ?. i 



By:_/ V 




Chri&togh^l J. Rourk 
Registration 7 No. ¥3,348 
Attorney for Applicant 
AKIN, GUMP, STRAUSS, HAUER 

& FELD, L.L.P. 
1700 Pacific Avenue, Suite 4100 
Dallas, TX 75201-4618 

(214) 969-2800 

(214) 969-4343 facsimile 
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